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REGULATIONS 
PERSCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR 

OHIO RIVER, MISSISSIPPI RIVER ABOVE CAIRO, IL., AND 
THEIR TRIBUTARIES; USE, ADMINISTRATION 

AND N AVIGATION 
 

(The following ar e  excerp ts) 
 
 

THE LAW 
 

Section 7 of th e  River and  Harbor  Act of Augu st 8, 1917, provides as 
follows: 
 
“That i t  sh all  be th e d ut y of th e Secret ary of War  to pr es cribe such  
r egu la tion s for  th e  u se, adm in ist r a tion , and n aviga tion of th e 
n avigab le wat er s of th e Un it ed St a tes as in h is ju dgmen t  th e public 
n ecessity may r equ ir e  for  th e prot ect ion  of life  and proper ty, or  of 
operation s of th e United Sta tes in channel imp rovemen t, cover in g a ll  
matt er s n ot specifica lly d elegated by law to some ot her  execut ive  
depar t men t. Su ch regu la t ions s hall b e posted, in  con spicuou s and 
app rop r ia te  places , for  th e in formation  of t he  public; and every per son 
and every corpora tion wh ich  sh all  viola te s uch  r egu la tion s sh all  be  
deemed gu ilty of a  misdemeanor, and  on  conviction th er eof in  any 
distr ict  cou r t of th e Un ited  Sta tes wit hin whose ter r itor ia l ju r isdict ion 
su ch  offen se may h ave been  commit ted, sh all  be  pun ish ed by a  fin e  n ot 
exceed ing $500, or  by impr isonmen t (in  th e  case of a  n atu r a l p er son) 
n ot  exceeding six mont hs, in  th e d iscr e tion  of th e  cou r t.” 
 
In  p ur s uan ce of th e law above quot ed , th e following r egu la tion s were 
pr escr ibed t o govern th e u se , adm inistr a t ion, and  n avigat ion  of t he  
Ohio River , Miss issippi River  above Cairo, I ll in ois, and t heir  
tr ibu tar ies. 
 
THE REGULATION S 
Sec. 207.300  Ohio River, Mississippi River above Cairo, Ill.,  and their 
tributaries; use , administrat ion, and na vigation. 
 
(a) Au th ority  of L ockm as ters.   

The lockmaster  sh all  be  charged with  t he  immediat e con trol and 
management  of th e lock , and of th e ar ea  se t aside  as th e  lock  ar ea , 
in clud ing th e lock app roach  ch annels.  He/s he  sh all see  th at a ll  
laws, r u les, and regu la t ions for  th e u se  of th e  lock and lock  ar ea  
ar e  du ly comp lied  with , to wh ich  end  he/sh e is au thor ized to give  
a ll  n ecessary ord er s a nd dir ection s in accordan ce t her ewith,  bot h 
to employees  of th e  governmen t a nd  to any and  every per son  

with in  th e  lim its of th e lock  and lock  ar ea , whet her  n avigat in g th e 
lock or  not.  N o one sh all cau se a ny movemen t  of any vessel, boat , 
or  oth er  floatin g th in g in  th e  lock or approach es excep t by or 
und er  th e  direction  of t he  lockmaster  or his/h er  ass istan t s. In  th e  
even t of an  emergen cy, th e lockmaster  may depar t fr om  t hese  
r egu la t ions  as h e d eems necess ary.  Th e lockmaster s sh all  a lso be  
cha rged wit h the  cont rol and  managemen t  of federally con stru cted 
moor in g facili t ies. 

 
(b ) S afety  ru les for vessels u sin g n aviga tion  locks.  

Th e following safet y rules ar e h er eby pr escr ibed for  vessels in t he  
locking process, in clu d ing th e a ct of approa ch ing or  depar tin g a 
lock: 
(1) Tows w it h flamm a ble  or h azard ou s cargo barges, loaded or 

em pt y.  
(i) St r ipp ing barges or  tr a nsfer r in g cargo is proh ibit ed. 
(i i)  All h at ches on ba rges u sed  to tr an spor t flammable or  

h azardous ma ter ia ls s hall b e closed and la tch ed , except 
t hose  barges car rying a  gas-fr ee cert ifica t e. 

(i ii)  Sp ark-proof protective  rubbing fender s (“possums”) shall 
be  u sed. 

(2) All vessels. 
(i) Leak ing vessels may be  exclud ed from lock s u n til  th ey 

h ave been  r ep air ed to th e sa tisfact ion of th e lockmaster . 
(i i)  Smoking,  open  flames,  and ch ipp ing or  oth er  s park-

p roducing a ct ivities ar e proh ibited on  deck  du r ing the  
lock ing cycle . 

(i ii)  P ain tin g will  not b e perm it ted  in  th e lock  ch amber  
d ur in g th e lock ing cycle . 

(iv)  Tow speeds sh all  be  r educed to a  r a te  of t r avel such  th at  
t he  tow can b e stopp ed  by checking shou ld  mechanical 
d ifficu lties develop. P ilot s sh ou ld  check with th e 
in dividu al lockmaster s con cern ing p r evailing condit ions . 
I t  is a lso r ecommended th at  pilots ch eck  th eir  abilit y to 
r ever se  th eir  engines pr ior  to beginn ing an  app roach . 
Engines sh all n ot  be t urn ed off in  th e  lock un til th e  tow 
h as stopped and been  made fast. 

(v)  U.S. Coast Guard r egula tion s r equir e a ll  vessels to h ave 
on  board  life  saving d evices for  p r event ion of drown ing. 
All cr ew member s of vessels r equir ed  to car ry work  
vests (life ja ckets) sh all  wear  th em  dur in g a  lockage, 
excep t th ose  per sons in  an  ar ea  en closed  with  a h andrail 
or  ot her  device  wh ich  wou ld  r eason ably pr eclud e t he  
possibilit y of fa llin g overboard.  All deckhands h andlin g 
lin es du r in g locking procedu re sh all wear  a  life  jack et . 
Vessels n ot r equ ired b y Coast  Guard r egu la tions to h ave 
work  ves ts aboard sh all h ave a t least  th e p rescr ibed life  
saving devices , located  for  r eady access  and u se if 
n eeded. The lockma ster  may r efu se lockage to any 
vessel which fa ils to con form to t he  above. 

 
(c)  Reporting of na vigation  inciden ts .  

In  fur t her an ce of in cr eased safe ty on  waterways the following 
safe ty ru les ar e  her eby pr escr ibed  for  a ll  n avigat ion in terests: 
(1) Any incident  r esu ltin g in u n con trolled barges sh all 

immediate ly be  r epor ted t o t he n earest lock . Th e r epor t sh all  
in clu de in formation  as t o t he  n umber  of loose ba rges, th eir  
cargo, and t he  time and locat ion where  th ey brok e loose. The 
lockmaster  or  lock s sh all  be kept in formed of th e p rogres s 
being made in br in ging th e barges u nder  con trol so th at h e 
can  in itia te whatever  action s may be war r an ted. 

(2) Whenever  ba rges ar e  temporar ily moored  a t oth er  t han  
commercia l term in als or establish ed fleet in g ar eas,  and th eir  
br eak ing away cou ld end anger  a  lock, t he  n earest lock  sh all 
be  so n ot ified, pr efer ably th e d ownst r eam  lock . 

(3) Sunken  or  sin king b arges sh all be  r epor ted to t he  nearest 
lock  both  downstr eam and upstr eam  of th e  location  in  order  
t ha t oth er  tr affic p assin g th ose p oint s may be advised of th e 
h azards. 

(4) I n  th e even t of an  oil sp ill, n otify th e neares t lock 
downstr eam, specifyin g th e t ime a nd  location  of th e  in cid en t, 
t ype of oil, a mount  of sp ill , an d what r ecovery or  con trollin g 
measu res ar e  bein g emp loyed. 




